ACCE DTP 2024 entry project proposal form – questions
Note: this is for your information only and your project details should be submitted to the DTP as an online form at the following link:
https://forms.gle/NqdhhA5CQbsFxNbeA.
Project submission date – Tuesday 26th September 2023 at 12noon

	Project title
	

	Project outline (max 300 words). Please describe the proposed project using the headings:
Background, Objectives, Novelty and Timeliness.
	

	Lead supervisor [1]
	

	Institute/school/department
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	

	Co-supervisor 1 [1]
	

	ACCE institution
	

	Institute/school/department
	

	CASE partner [2]
	Yes/No/Maybe

	CASE support. If a CASE project please indicate the support the CASE partner is able to offer
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	

	Co-supervisor 2 [1] (if applicable)
	

	Organisation/University
	

	Department (if applicable)
	

	CASE partner? [2]
	Yes/No/Maybe

	CASE support. If a CASE project please indicate the support the CASE partner is able to offer
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	

	Co-supervisor 3 [1] (if applicable)
	

	Organisation/University
	

	Department (if applicable)
	

	CASE partner [2]
	Yes/No/Maybe

	CASE support. If a CASE project please indicate the support the CASE partner is able to offer
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	

	Supervisory split (note approximate percentage per supervisor) and outline co-supervisory arrangements, including any significant cross- institution budgeting [3]
	

	Please confirm that the project will be completed successfully within the RTSG budget
of £8,200.
	Yes/No

	Project advertisement (300 words max). The text from above (project outline) will be used to
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	advertise on FindaPhD.com unless different text is included here.
	

	Part funding/links to other projects (150 words max). If part funding is agreed or sought from other sources (including CASE partners) please give brief details. Please also indicate other project link/s if relevant (e.g. links to your existing NERC grants which may benefit the
PhD).
	

	To which of the ACCE research foci is the project aligned? (tick all that apply)
· Securing ecosystem services and their natural capital
· Predicting and mitigating impacts of environmental change
· Understanding the dynamics of biodiversity
· Investigating mechanisms of evolutionary change; genes to communities
	

	Percentage split of alignment to ACCE research foci
	

	How does the project fit to the ACCE research
foci? (150 words max)
	

	Knowledge and skills (1) - please define the ESSENTIAL knowledge and skills required by a
candidate for this project
	

	Knowledge and skills (2) - please define the DESIRABLE knowledge and skills required by a candidate for this project
	

	Are you submitting a partnership PhD proposal,
involving an non-academic partner? [4]
	Yes/No

	If yes, please detail the expertise each member of the supervisory team will bring to support supervision of the PhD student. In addition, please outline the role of the non-academic partner in developing this project, and provide an overview of how supervision will be managed across the academic and partner
supervisory team.
	

	Key relevant publications from supervisors (within last five years; add up to four). Highlight any postgraduate co-authors [5]
	

	Lead supervisor's current number of PhD
students [5]
	

	NERC grant income since 2016. Lead supervisor's current NERC grants (as PI or Co-I) - project title/s, date/s and level of funding
	



	(Discovery Science, Directed Programmes, large grants, KE, iCASE, NERC Newton) [5]
	

	Other grant income of relevance (project
title/s, date/s and level of funding) [5]
	

	Contribution to graduate events (150 words max). Outline how the lead supervisor has engaged with ACCE and other graduate events such as training, organising and judging posters
and talks.
	

	Previous ACCE DTP PhD students (name and start date). Please note if the supervisor was lead or co-supervisor for students
	

	Subject areas - key words for advertising on FindaPhD.com. You may select up to 10 categories

Agricultural sciences Agricultural technology Arable farming Livestock farming
Forestry and arborioculture Agriculture other
Biological anthropology Social anthropology Anthropology other Bacteriology Behavioural biology Biochemistry Biodiversity Bioinformatics Biophysics Biotechnology
Cancer biology Cell biology
Developmental biology Ecology
Ecotoxicology Entomology Environmental biology Evolution
Genetic engineering Genomics
Human genetics Immunology Marine biology Microbiology Molecular biology Molecular genetics
Neuroscience
	




	Parasitology Plant biology Plant cell biology
Reproductive biology Structural biology Systematic biology Virology
Zoology
Biological sciences other Climate Science Hydrology
Marine sciences Meteorology Pollution
Soil science
Environmental sciences other Archaeological science Forensic science
Forensic and archaeological sciences other Agricultural Geography
Cultural geography Economic geography Environmental geography
Geographical information systems - gis Historical geography
Human geography Marine geography Physical geography Political geography Remote sensing Social geography Transport geography Urban geography Geography other Applied geology Geochemistry Geophysics Geotechnology Hydrogeology Marine geology Palaeontology Seismology Volcanology Geology other Geoscience
	




Notes
[1] ACCE aims for two thirds of its studentships to have lead and co-supervisors from different ACCE institutes (Sheffield, York, Liverpool, UK CEH, NHM). All studentships should have at least two Liverpool supervisors, whether or not there are additional supervisors from other institutions.
Only one project proposal can be made per lead supervisor per year. You can only be lead supervisor on three non-CASE or co-funded PhD projects within the 6 years of ACCE2 (2019 – 2024 recruitment rounds).


[2] Please ensure you, and the partner organisation, are aware of the requirements and eligibility of CASE partners: https://www.ukri.org/what-we-offer/developing-people-and-skills/nerc/nerc- studentships/directed-training/nerc-case-studentships/.

Confirmation from the CASE partner (e.g. a letter or email correspondence) should be provided. If you do not have this confirmation, please indicate the agreement as “possible”. We will require evidence of formal agreement before candidates are called to interview. ACCE has a target of 40% CASE studentships within DTP2.


[3] Provide an indication of the approximate split among supervisors, and outline any significant arrangements, to ensure coherence in the supervisory team, particularly when they occur across different institutions. Please outline any significant budgeting issues that may arise (for example through students spending substantial time within co-supervisors’ labs at a different institution), and how these will be managed. If necessary, please discuss with the relevant academic leads prior to submission, if there are likely to be any significant issues.  Note, there are no fee splits between ACCE Universities. By submitting, all supervisors confirm they agree with the arrangements described, and that any complex budget arrangements have been discussed and agreed with ACCE academic leads.


[4] A core principle of ACCE is to encourage studentships that incorporate genuine collaborations between academics and non-academic, end-user partners. Whereas in previous years we have focussed these on defined ‘Highlight Topics’, this year we are taking partnership PhD proposals from across the breadth of the Adapting to Challenges in a Changing Environment theme (see https://accedtp.ac.uk/research/ for a list of research foci covered by ACCE). All proposals that demonstrate clear co-design between an academic or academic supervisory team and a supervisor from a partner organization, will be considered to be “partnership projects”. You will be required to evidence this co-design in the ACCE application. We strongly encourage supervisors who developed an unsuccessful proposal in previous highlight topic rounds to resubmit that proposal. More information about partnership PhDs can be found in the document available at: https://accedtp.ac.uk/partnerships/.
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[5] If the lead supervisor is a new member of staff, the co-supervisor should be a more experienced colleague. In such cases, please highlight this in these sections, and also give the track record of the experienced co-supervisor.
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